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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 2097 



E.O. 11652: 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, WB. UR 

SUBJECT: BELETSKIY’S REMARKS AT FRANCO-SOVIET MEETING 

1. SUMMARY: IN COURSE OF "FILM-COCKTAIL" FOR FRENCH 
MISSION OFFICERS AT SOVIET EMBASSY DECEMBER 6, SOVIET 
COUNSELOR BELETSKIY FOR MOST PART REITERATED WELL-KNOWN 
POSITIONS ON CURRENT BERLIN ISSUES, BUT EXHIBITED 

SIGNS OF BACKING DOWN ON "FEDERAL PRESENCE” 

AND ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO FRENCH MINISTER S ACCOUNT OF WHAT IS 
NOW DESCRIBED AS "ANNUAL" SOVIET-FRENCH GET-TOGETHER, 
BELETSKIY INITIALLY VOICED STANDARD POSITION ON 
REDUCTION OF FEDERAL PRESENCE IN WEST BERLIN, BUT 
THEN MOVED TOWARDS FORMULA: "NO REDUCTION BUT NO 
AUGMENTATION." AS TO BEST MEANS OF SMOOTHING OVER 
CURRENT DIFFERENCES, BELETSKIY CITED FRG FOREIGN OFFICE 
OFFICIAL S VISIT TO MOSCOW EARLIER IN YEAR TO DISCUSS 
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DISCREETLY WITH KVITSINSKIY WEST BERLIN PARTICIPATION 
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IN EXHIBITIONS. BELETSKIY SAID THIS RESULTED IN SATISFACTORY FORMULA 
AND SHOULD SERVE AS EXAMPLE IN 
OTHER CASES. 

3. BELETSKIY INITIALLY ASSERTED ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY 
WOULD HAVE REAL POWERS OF DECISION (AND HENCE BE 
CONTRARY TO QA BY IMPLYING EXERCISE OF FRG GOVERNMENTAL 
AUTHORITY IN BERLIN). HOWEVER, HE RETREATED TO MORE 
FORMS. OF NOMENCLATURE, NOTING THAT "BUNDESINSTITUT" 

WOULD BE BETTER TERM THAN "BUNDESAMT," AND THEN 
ADDED THAT PREFIX "BUND" SHOULD BE DROPPEDU 

4. BELZDBUGATR THOUGH FRAMEWORK FOR PROVIDING 
JUDICIAL ASSISTANCE FOR WEST BERLIN HAD BEEN RESOLVED 

IN SCHEEL-GROMYKO TALKS AND THERE SHOULD BE NO FURTHER 
DIFFICULTIES. 

5. BELETSKIY BROUGHT UP PROBLEM OF EXFILTRATION VIA 
AUTOBAHN, I *ISTING THAT FRG AND SENAT IMPLEMENT MEASURES 
THAT HE Cl .AIMED ERE PROVIDED FOR IN QA TO PUT AN END TO 
THIS PRACTICE. FRENCH MINISTER, IN TURN* RAISED 

MINIMUM OBLIGATORY CURRENCY EXCHANGE, EMPHASIZING 
THAT, REGARDLESS OF LEGAL CONSIDERATI NS, UNILATERAL 
MEASURES TAKEN BY GDR - PARTICULWRLY CONCERNING PENSPNERS-- 
DID N*T ACCOR* WITH SPIRIT OF IMPROVEMENTS PROVIDED FOR 
IN QA, NOR WITH CONCERNS OF WESTERN NATIONS AT CSCE. 

COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THIS WAS ILL-ADVISED ARGUMENT, 

INASMUCH AS FAIRLY GOOD CASE CAN BE MADE THAT CURRENCY- 
EXCHANGE RESTRICTIONS ARE CONTRARY TO VISIT ARRANGMENT, 

AND, IN ANY EVENT, THERE IS NOT MUCH TO BE GAINED BY 
RELATING GDR ACTION TO WHAT LOOMS FOR SOVIETS AS 
STICKING POINT AT GENEVA.) 

6. FRENCH MINISTER CALLED TO BELETSKIY'S ATTENTION 
RECENT IRREGULAR ACTIVITIES OF GDR TRANSPORT POLICE 
AT REICHSBAHN INSTALLATIONS IN WEST BERLIN, REFERRING 
SPECIFICALLY TO LATEST INCIDENT OF NOVEMBER 19. 

BELETSKIY SIMPLY REPLIED THAT HE WAS NOT AU COURANT. 

(FYI: ISSUE CONCERNED FAILURE OF REICHSBAHN PERSONNEL 
TO REPORT ROBBERY OF TICKET BOOTH TO WEST BERLIN POLICE, 
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BUT WE AND BRITISH FELT SUBSEQUENT UNOBSTRUCTED BERLIN 
POLICE INVESTIGATION MADE NECESSARY JURISDICTIONAL POINTS.) 

7. IN COURSE OF DISCUSSING WORLD FUEL SHORTAGE, BELETSKIY 
EMPHASIZED SIGNIFICANCE OF GDR PIPELINE OFFER TO SENAT. 

FRENCH MINISTER REPLIED THAT WORLD CONFIDENCE IN 
TRADITIONAL SOURCES OF SUPPLY WAS SOMEWHAT SHAKEN AT 
PRESENT AND THAT IT WAS NOT CERTAIN THAT USSR HAD SURPLUS 
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AVAILABLE THAT IT COULD CONTRACT TO DELIVER ABROAD ON 
LONG BASIS.KLEIN 
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